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JOINT STATEMENT                         29 November 2011 
 
COP 17 CLIMATE CHANGE CONFERENCE:  
OXFAM AND WWF JOIN WITH SHIPOWNERS TO URGE AGREEMENT ON WAY 
FORWARD FOR TACKLING GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS FROM SHIPS 
 
At the United Nations Climate Change Conference in Durban, South Africa (COP 17, Nov. 28 to Dec. 9, 2011), 
the global shipping industry, Oxfam and WWF have joined forces to suggest to governments how the further 
reduction of greenhouse gas emissions from international shipping might best be regulated.   
 
Oxfam, WWF and the International Chamber of Shipping (which represents over 80% of the world merchant 
fleet) call on delegates to COP 17 to give the International Maritime Organization (IMO) clear guidance on 
continuing its work on reducing shipping emissions through the development of Market Based Measures 
(MBMs).  
 
The organisations maintain that an effective regulatory framework for curbing emission of CO2 from 
international shipping must be global in nature and designed so as to reduce the possibility of ‘carbon leakage’, 
while taking full account of the best interests of developing countries and the UNFCCC principle of ‘common 
but differentiated responsibilities and respective capabilities’ (CBDR).   
 
This includes the possibility of the adoption by IMO of a compensation mechanism through which a significant 
share of any revenues collected from international shipping could be directed to developing countries and 
provide a new source of finance to support their efforts to tackle climate change.  Such revenues could be 
directed through an appropriate channel, such as the Green Climate Fund, which will be discussed by 
governments in Durban. 
 
While there are some differences over the detail of such an approach, both the civil society and shipping 
industry organisations emphasise that the immediate priority for governments meeting at COP 17 in Durban is 
not to work on technical details for shipping, but to provide the signals needed to allow resolution of the key 
political question of how to apply CBDR in the shipping sector, and assist the speedy completion of the IMO’s 
work. 
  
With respect to any carbon charges that might be proposed by governments, they agree that the recent IMO 
agreement on technical and operational measures1 to reduce shipping emissions demonstrates that the IMO is 
eminently capable of developing a further international agreement for shipping on MBMs.  In light of the 
urgency required to avoid catastrophic climate change, they called on all governments to take all steps 
necessary to expedite such an agreement at the IMO. 
 
Quotes from participating organisations: 
 
Samantha Smith, Leader of WWF’s Global Climate and Energy Initiative, said: 
 
“We are very pleased that the shipping industry acknowledges its responsibility to play its part in further 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions. With around 3% of the world’s total emissions, full participation of the 
shipping sector will help greatly towards keeping global warming below the 2°C target agreed by governments. 
Putting a charge on carbon in the global shipping sector can have huge benefits in meeting our climate change 
objectives.”  

                                            
1 Mandatory amendments to MARPOL Annex VI regulating atmospheric pollution, adopted by the IMO Marine Environment Protection 
Committee in July 2011, that will be enter into force in January 2013.   
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“We agree with shipowners that the best place to work out the details of how shipping’s emissions can be 
tackled using Market Based Measures will be at the International Maritime Organization, and that a strong 
political signal by political leaders in Durban showing their determination to make progress on this will help 
accelerate that process.”  
 
Tim Gore, Oxfam climate change policy advisor, said: 
 
“We welcome the constructive engagement of the shipping industry in the search for solutions to the climate 
crisis.  Industry and civil society actors agree that shipping emissions can be regulated in a way which is fair to 
developing countries and could help generate the resources they need to tackle climate change.”  
 
“It’s vital that governments meeting this month at the UN climate talks in Durban give the signal needed to 
move such a deal forward in the International Maritime Organization”. 
 
ICS Secretary General, Peter Hinchliffe, said: 
 
“The shipping industry welcomes the recognition by these important actors from the environment and 
development fields that it is in the best interests of both the environment and developing nations for shipping to 
be regulated via our industry regulator, the International Maritime Organization, with the same rules for carbon 
reduction applying to all internationally trading ships, but in a manner which respects the principles of the UN 
climate convention.”    
 
“If governments decide that shipping should contribute to the UNFCCC ‘Green Climate Fund’, the industry can 
probably support this in principle as long as the details are agreed at the IMO, with the industry’s clear 
preference for a Market Based Mechanism being a compensation fund linked to the fuel consumption of ships, 
rather than an emissions trading scheme.”  
 
About Oxfam 
 
Oxfam’s GROW campaign is calling for global action to fix a broken food system where 925 million people 
already go hungry every day. This could get worse in the face of dwindling natural resources, like land, the 
gathering pace of climate change and increasing food price volatility. Find out how we can help prevent this 
from getting worse at www.oxfam.org/grow 
 
 
    
 
 
Contact: Ben Grossman-Cohen: +27 (0)815820706 or bgrossman-cohen@oxfamamerica.org 
 
About WWF 
 
WWF is one of the world's largest and most respected independent conservation organizations, with over five 
million supporters and a global network active in more than 100 countries. WWF's mission is to stop the 
degradation of the Earth's natural environment and to build a future in which humans live in harmony with 
nature, by conserving the world's biological diversity, ensuring that the use of renewable natural resources is 
sustainable, and promoting the reduction of pollution and wasteful consumption.  
Contact:  Ian.morrison@wwfus.org (Tel +1202 372 6373) 
 

 
About ICS 
 
The International Chamber of Shipping (ICS) is the principal international trade association for shipowners, 
representing all sectors and trades and over 80% of the world’s merchant tonnage.  Its membership comprises 
national shipowners’ associations from 36 countries.  Information on how shipping is reducing its emissions can 
be found at www.shippingandco2.org 
Contact:  simon.bennett@ics-shipping.org  (Tel + 44 79 7756 6479)   


